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Welcome, nau mai, afio mai, 
Dear Parents, Caregivers & Parishioners, 
He aha te mea nui o te ao.  He tangata, he   
tangata, he tangata. 
What is the most important thing in the world?     
It is the people, it is the people, it is the people. 
Maori Proverb 

Last week our flags flew at half mast. On Monday 
our Juniors met for prayers focussing on love and 
kindness prior to attending their first swimming 
session, and our Middles, Upper Middles and 
Seniors joined together in the hall for School 
Prayers and Singing. The Prayer of St Francis, 
‘Lord make me an instrument of your peace’ 
formed the basis for our reflections. Many of     
our classes are participating in the Paper Doll      
Project. A pair of Tauranga siblings aged             
8 and 10 chose to start a movement                
promoting diversity, demonstrating inclusion and            
acceptance in the wake of the horrific events in 
Christchurch. The intention with this project is to 
show the world that the tragedy would not define 
New Zealand.  Some staff and families were able 
to join with the wider Upper Hutt community        
at Wednesday’s Memorial service. Our week      
concluded with Fr Tony celebrating Mass with the 
whole school. Thank you to everyone who      
supported Friday’s ice block sales helping to 
raise $220 which will be sent to support        
Christchurch. The theme of our next mufti day, 
Thursday, 4 April will be “Colour Your Day”,     
initiated by the 24-7 Youth Work and endorsed by 
Christchurch City Council, the   wearing of bright 
colours is designed to lift everyone’s spirits. 
Our St Brendan’s community will continue to 
keep everyone effected by the horrific events in 
Christchurch in our thoughts and prayers. 
Welcome We continue to welcome new students 
and their families to our school community. In 
particular Raphael, Archer and Kieran to our 
Room 6      learning team.  
Farewell As I have written previously, the only 
constant is change!  On Tuesday, 9 April, during 
the final week of this term we will be farewelling 
Lisa Phllips. We will still see Lisa regularly as she 
will be continuing to work at About Kidz.             

We acknowledge the contributions she has made 
to St Brendan's over nine years, appreciate the    
dedication to her role as a member of our office 
support staff team and wish her all the very 
best.   
End of Term Open Afternoon,  
Thursday, 11 April. 
This is an opportunity for you and your child/ren 
to visit our school. Each teaching team will share 
a short presentation and your child/ren will be 
able to share what they have been learning.  
Each team will make the same presentation 
twice, you are welcome to attend all           
presentations, or just the presentations where 
you currently have children. 
Order of presentations: 

4pm   Juniors and Upper Middles 
4.30pm       Middles and Seniors 
5pm   Juniors and Upper Middles 
5.30pm       Middles and Seniors 

If you are unable to attend this afternoon, you are 
very welcome to pop in and talk with our teaching 
team at a time that is convenient. They will be 
able to share the highlights of the presentations 
and answer any questions you may have. 
Attendance Dues are a compulsory property 
and insurance fee payable to the Archdiocese of    
Wellington by 30 April, 2019. The Archdiocese 
understands that certain situations can cause 
financial pressures, and paying attendance dues 
in full may impact negatively on families. You are 
welcome to make an appointment to meet with 
me, or contact the Archdiocese directly as you 
may be eligible for support in the form of a partial 
reduction of the current year’s dues. However, 
some payment of attendance dues is essential to 
ensure the viability of our Catholic schools. 
Thank you very much to those who have       
made contact offering support to St Brendan’s   
by advertising on the final page of our fortnightly 
newsletters. If you are interested please make 
contact with Clare Owen, our Accounts Adminis-
trator, on accounts@stbrendans.school.nz. 
God Bless, 

Veronica Sawers,  
Principal 

Walking Hand in Hand with Christ 

Term 1 Dates to Note 

26 
Mar  

BOT Meeting, 6pm 
in the staffroom 

29 
Mar 

Whole School        
Assembly - 9am in 
Hall-Juniors hosting 

1-5 
Apr 

St Vincent de Paul 
Basket in Room 6 

4 Apr 

School Mufti Day—
”Colour Your Day“ 
theme—funds 
raised go towards 
Camp 2020 

5  Apr 
Mass at OLOG 
Church, 9.30am - 
Juniors and Seniors 

6 Apr 
Community      
Emergency Hub 
Exercise 

8 -12 
Apr 

St Vincent de Paul 
Basket in Room 7 

11 Apr Open Afternoon, 
4pm-6pm 

12 Apr ANZAC Service 

12 Apr End of Term 1  

25-29 
Mar 

St Vincent de Paul 
Basket in Room 5 

2 Apr PTF Meeting, 7pm 
in the staffroom 

28 
Mar 

Paschal Candle 
design session at 
lunchtime in Rm1 

4 Apr 
Paschal Candle 
design session at 
lunchtime in Rm1 

11 Apr Paschal Candle 
competition closes  

29 Apr Term 2 begins 

3 Apr 

NZSTA Korari    
Programme Hui at 
Heretaunga       
College 6pm 

Lent is a time of prayer, fasting and almsgiving in preparation for Easter. 
Each year the Lent Appeal is run by Caritas on behalf of New Zealand’s Catholic Bishops to support 
our work of charity and justice for the poorest and most vulnerable around the world, including in 
Aotearoa New Zealand. 
The Lent 2019 theme – “Living Our Lives with Love” – is taken from “Gaudete et Exsultate – Rejoice 
and Exult” by Pope Francis. The main ideas for the Lent theme are prayerfully discerned from the 
Lent Gospel readings using a Lectio Divina method at the annual Caritas staff retreat. Those key 
thoughts are then distilled and brought together at a further specialist staff day of prayer and       
reflection. 
For 2019 the key themes that emerged were new beginnings, patience, compassion, mercy and 
love. “Living Our Lives with Love” highlights the call to let love permeate all that we do. 

LATENESS 
Our school day starts with 
the bell ringing at 8.55am.    
Classroom teachers have 
noted an increasing number 
of students arriving well    
after 9am. Arriving at school     
before the bell rings enables 
students to unpack their 
bags, get changed into PE 
gear, spend time with friends, 
check the day's timetable 
etc. This time enables      
everyone to start the day 
settled and ready to learn. 



Community News 

BOT News   

READING SUPPORT 
We are looking for a few more volunteers to help support reading in our school for 
10 minutes, 2 mornings/afternoons a week. We have been running a very success-
ful programme in recent years and we are very keen to have more help. If you are 
able to help, please see Fiona in Room 1 or email me  
 f.vulu@stbrendans.school.nz. 
FAMILY MASS, SUNDAY, 17 MARCH 
We had a very special Family Mass. Great to see so many involved in our           
celebration which also included a baptism and prayerful reflection on the events of 
March 15th. A slight hiccup with the cafe :)  but we are already looking forward to 
making the next one even more special! 
WINTER WARMERS FAIR 
St Margaret’s Church, Dunns St, Silverstream is holding another of their themed 
events on Sat 27th April from 10am -1pm. The Winter Warmers Fair will include a 
large variety of new and used clothing, Manchester, marmalades, preserves, books, 
toys, café, prepared foods and a variety of crafts.  
We will make the coming winter more Bearable with Wearable clothes and lots of 
Edible goodies. Come and enjoy and please bring your own bags 
CREATE UPPER HUTT SINGING COMPETITION 
A singing competition will be held on April 13th at Expressions, Upper Hutt.        
CreateUH would like to see many students get involved in this event which may 
become an annual event. Students can enter as a soloist or as a group. Details are 
on the flyer sent out with this newsletter and on the website www.createuh.org.nz. 

PROPRIETOR’S REPRESENTATIVE  
ON THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Under the Private Schools Conditional Integration Act and the 
Integration Agreement specific to St Brendan’s Catholic School, 
the Proprietor of the School (the Catholic Archbishop of           
Wellington) Cardinal John Dew is entitled to appoint                 
representatives onto the Board of Trustees. They are full       
members of the Board, and take a full role in the running of the 
School. 
All the Trustees on the Board have responsibility for ensuring the 
overall  operating  framework  of  the  School;  employing  the        
Principal and engaging with parents and the Proprietor. Included 
in the first responsibility is ensuring the School’s Charter, policies, 
etc. reflect the special Catholic Character that the Archbishop    
requires. This is a general requirement of ALL Board of Trustee 
members 
Within this general task of ensuring the promotion of the Catholic 
Character of the School the Proprietor’s Appointees have a      
specific role to play in fulfilling this part of the School’s              
responsibility. The Proprietor’s Appointees meet regularly with the 
Principal and Director of Religious Studies to address issues and 
ideas that arise during the operation of the School that enhance 
the Catholicity of the School. 

The Proprietor’s Appointees also act as a 
channel of communication between the    
Bishop  and  the  School;  have  an  oversight 
that the property of the School is kept in 
good working order. One way that they fulfil 
this role is by providing a written report on 
the progress of the School as least once a year. 
From one of our current Board of Trustee Proprietor’s              
Representatives: 
Wow, eight years on the BOT as a proprietor’s representative has 
gone so quickly. Over that time I have seen a cohort of cute new 
entrants move through the school, growing in education, faith, 
leadership, and maturity. They are now at college enriched with a 
broad education and a strong sense of Christian values.            
The opportunity to work for our children within all that a catholic 
school represents is why I wanted to be involved. We have had 
(and still have) many wonderful teachers, staff, and management 
that make the governance responsibility so easy. Give it a go as 
you will enjoy the adventure and the opportunity to contribute to 
the ongoing success of St Brendan’s. 

Pat Hoult 

PTF News ptf@stbrendans.school.nz 
WONDERFUL PTF 
After a couple of weeks of unimaginable sadness over the events in Christchurch, writing the 
PTF blurb for the St Brendan’s Bulletin can seem as such a small, unimportant thing to do.        
My point is that it is exactly not. It is in such hard times when cruelty wants to pull us away from 
the little things, when we need to do the little things. These little things are so important. To show 
that we will not give such horrible events the time of day it is understood they were carried out to 
achieve. Instead we give our support to the victims – all our love and thoughts from the PTF 
team. 
The Icy Friday fundraiser in support of the victims is a little but important thing. 
Our Easter Raffle fundraiser is a little but important thing (as well as being highly anticipated by 
the kids). 
The ongoing Ohau Wines, Sunblock and Roti fundraisers are little but important things. 
Tickets for the Easter Raffle will be on sale from this afternoon at the Palmer Cres school gate (in 
the Office foyer if wet). Tickets are $2 each or 3 for $5. 
Thank you for your ongoing support. 

Mona Kruse Hurnen on behalf of the PTF 



School News        

MOVIN’ MARCH 
WOW passport competition 
There’s still one more week to fill your 
cards and go in the draw to win one of 
six $300 AVANTI vouchers. The 
school with the highest percentage of 
walk or wheel trips in each district will 
win a $100 Prezzy card.  If you haven’t walked or wheeled yet – 
it’s not too late to start!  Students can submit up to two           
incomplete and as many completed cards as they wish.   
Parent Photo Competition 
Greater Wellington Regional Council is giving away daily family 
passes to Space Place in the final week and on Friday there’ll 
be an adult Micro scooter up for grabs as part of Jack’s        
Favourite Friday Photo competition.  Just snap a photo of your 
family’s journey to school during Movin’March, post your photo 
publicly on Facebook or Instagram with #movinmarch. 
Share your story 
Tell us of your walking or wheeling experiences… Why did you 
walk or wheel for the first time (or let your children do this for 
themselves)? Were there barriers or benefits you’d like to 
share? Entrants go in the draw to win a $100 Prezzy card.    
Just post a short story and a photo if you have one. 
Art Challenge 
Our students will be participating in the Movin’March Art      
Challenge! A street scene template of Jack the Kākā’s journey 
to school has been designed for our tamariki to colour in – 
there’s also space to get extra creative by adding in your own 
journey to school. Vouchers & Prezzy cards are up for 
grabs. Please see your child`s class teacher for a copy of the 
colouring sheet.    
JUNIOR AND MIDDLE CHALK SPACE  
A small group of Year 7 and 8’s, and Room 7 student's have 
been busy painting a beautiful background for the new chalk 
boards which will soon be ready to be used. Mrs Kaori Sharkey 
has been working 
alongside the students 
and has shared her 
artistic knowledge. 
The Chalk Space will 
be an area for drawing, 
writing and creating at 
playtime and lunchtime. 
 
PHOTOS FROM EOTC WEEK 

Verbal Bouquets 

VERBAL BOUQUET of appreciation to:   
• All the volunteers who supported the Junior Swimming programme. 
• Gina Roberts for her help with the St Brendan’s TRYathlon team.  
• Everyone who has contributed to the St Vincent de Paul collections. 
• Kaori Sharkey for sharing her artistic knowledge with students working 

on the new Junior and Middle Chalk Space 

IMPORTANT 
INFORMATION 

 

℡REPORT AN ABSENCE 
Call the office and leave a 
message, with your child’s 
name and the reason on     
Ph 9391909 OR email—
admin@stbrendans.school.nz 
#UNIFORM SUPPLIER 

NZ Uniforms,  
92 High Street , Lower Hutt  

www.nzuniforms.com 
SCHOOL ASB  BANKING  DAY 

Thursdays 
. #SCHOOL LUNCHES 

 Wednesday - Sushi and    
Friday—Pita Pit 

www.lunchonline.co.nz   
Order before 9am 

        ———————————————————————————- 

#ABOUT KIDZ OSCAR 
Out of school care based at 
St Brendan’s School—contact 
Sarah 027 616 0235 

TERM TWO FUNDRAISER FOR    
SENIOR CAMP 2020 

Have a clear out! 
Requesting donations of quality used 
ladies', men's and children's clothing 
and shoes for up-coming pre-loved 
clothing extravaganza. 
Drop-off points at school office, or     
contact Lisa 0211503297 or Kathryn 
0278599601 for after-hours. 
More details to come. 
YUMMY APPLE STICKERS 
Free Sports equipment for schools! 
Please help St Brendan's earn some 
free sports equipment by 
collecting Yummy Fruit 
stickers. 
Shop at your local New 
World, Pak’n Save and 
participating Four Square stores.      
Purchase Yummy apples, either bags 
with cut-out labels or individual apples 
with Yummy stickers. One cut-out label 
is worth 10 apple stickers. Place the 
Yummy stickers on Sticker Collection 
Sheets and send the cut-out labels to 
school. 
We will be collecting stickers during 
Terms 2 & 3. 
TRYATHLON 
St Brendan’s students did an amazing 
job at the tryathlon and were excellent 
ambassadors for the school. They gave 
it their all and had lots of fun. 

UPPER MIDDLES WHEELS DAY WINNERS 
Room 12, Room 10 and a Room 11. 
Winners of best dressed bicycle, best dressed scooter & best dressed feet. 

PAPER DOLLS  
PROJECT 



PLEASE SUPPORT THOSE WHO SUPPORT US 
   

   

   

   

   

   


