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Welcome, nau mai, afio mai,
Dear Parents, Caregivers & Parishioners,
We have had a very successful first term to start
our 2019 year of learning at St Brendan’s. The
term has been filled with a wide variety of
opportunities for our students across the school.
Our values of: Faith, Love, Respect, Courage,
Innovation and Excellence are represented in all
that we do. Our students are continuing on their
journey developing as Navigators, Adventurers
and Missionaries.
Our whole school came together in the hall this
morning to farewell Mrs Lisa Phillips. It is hard to
capture in words the warm embrace of emotion
shared through the Haka and the Irish Blessing.
We wish Lisa all the best and look forward to her
visiting regularly. On Friday we will be farewelling
Mrs Jess Challands as she begins her maternity
leave. I know you will join me in keeping her in
our thoughts and prayers.
You will be aware that schools in Christchurch
were placed in Lock Down during the horrific
events of Friday, 15 March. Please be reassured
that St Brendan’s has sound procedures in place
should we be advised/need to go into Lock
Down. The Ministry of Education is currently
conducting a nationwide review of Lock Down
procedures. We regularly practise our emergency
drills, we have conducted both fire and
earthquake drills in recent weeks. Now that our
school community is more settled, post
Christchurch, we will conduct a Lock Down drill
later this week.
We continue to welcome new students and their
families to our school community. In particular
William and Benjamin to our Room 6 learning
team. We look forward to seeing you on
Thursday afternoon. This is an opportunity for
you and your child/ren to visit our school. Each
teaching team will share a short presentation and
your child/ren will be able to share what they
have been learning. Each team will make the
same presentation twice, you are welcome to
attend all presentations, or just the presentations
where you currently have children.
Our term will conclude with two significant events

on Friday. The PTF Easter Raffle will be drawn
after lunch and this will also be an opportunity for
us to come together as a school to wish Mrs Jess
Challands all the very best. Our morning will
begin with a solemn Anzac service at 9.15am.
If fine we will gather at the flag pole, alternatively
our service will move into the hall. We welcome
you to join us on Friday morning.
We wish you all a safe and fun filled holiday.God
Bless,
Veronica Sawers,
Principal

Issue 5 2019
Term 1
9 April
Term 1
&2
8 -12
Apr

St Vincent de Paul
Basket in Room 7

11 Apr

Stations of the
Cross

11 Apr

Paschal Candle
competition closes

11 Apr

Open Afternoon,
4pm-6pm

12 Apr

ANZAC Service,
9.15am

12 Apr

End of Term 1

29 Apr

Term 2 begins

St Brendan’s School Open Afternoon
Thursday, 11 April
4pm & 5pm
Junior Presentation in Room 6
Upper Middle Presentation in Room 12
4.30pm & 5.30pm
Middle Presentation in Room 8
Senior Presentation in Room 5
Our teams of teachers will be sharing how we
learn in each of our Syndicates via a short
presentation, there will be an opportunity for a
short Q & A session.
Afterwards, we would like you to visit our
classrooms with your child/ren where they are
looking forward to sharing aspects of their
Term 1 learning.
We really hope you can make it!

Walking Hand in Hand with Christ
This term has been an exciting time for the 30 members of our
Catholic Character group. They are keen to participate in all
aspects of our School’s Catholic Character. This has included
Our Welcome Back Mass; Ash Wednesday Mass and School
Mass to acknowledge the tragic events in Christchurch. They are
now preparing to share the Stations of the Cross with the school
on Thursday, 11 April.
We have also been blessed with members of the Parish helping
us learn new songs to be used for school occasions. In February,
the entire school took part in a music workshop run by Michael
Mangan, a song writer for children. This was an amazing, fun
time enjoyed by all.
A number of children have also entered Father Tony’s design
competition for the Paschal Candle. Father Tony will pick one of
the pieces of art to be displayed on the Church candle.
All designs will be on display throughout Easter.
On Friday, 12 April, the school will be involved in a short ANZAC

Dates to Note

29 Apr - St Vincent de Paul
3 May
Basket in Room 8
2 May

Powhiri, 2pm

3 May

Whole School
Assembly - 9am in
Hall - Middles hosting

6 -10
May

St Vincent de Paul
Basket in Room 9

Mass at OLOG
10 May Church, 9.30am Juniors and Seniors
13 -17
May

St Vincent de Paul
Basket in Room 10

Brendan’s Day
16 May St
Mass, 9.30am
Whole School
17 May Assembly - 9am in
Hall-Seniors hosting
20 -24
May

St Vincent de Paul
Basket in Room 11

Mass at OLOG
9.30am 24 May Church,
Middles and Upper
Middles
27 - 31
May

St Vincent de Paul
Basket in Room 12

School’s
28 May Catholic
Day Mass

Service. Weather permitting, this will take place at the front of the
school at 9.15pm We are also looking forward to celebrating
St Brendan’s Day on Thursday, 16 May and Catholic School’s
Day on Tuesday, 28 May.
As you can see, the children are very keen to be involved in the
many activities which celebrate our Catholic Character.
Living Our Lives With Love
As we approach Holy Week and our attention turns to our
remembrance of the suffering, death and resurrection of Jesus,
we recall again the theme of Lent: Pope Francis’ call to be “living
our lives with love”. In Christ’s passion and death on the cross,
we remember and join with not just his suffering in a particular
historical moment, but in all suffering and death. We also look to
join in the hope of his approaching resurrection, to share in peace
and eternal life. Injustice is never invincible.
Caritas Aoteaora New Zealand Lentern Prayer

BOT News
ELECTED MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
As I reflect on the past six years as an
elected Board Member a few keywords
that come to light are grow, celebrate,
success, spiritual, positive and excellence
– all are powerful words that drive our
school mission and are centered around
the DNA of our school.
With the elections for Board Members shortly upon us I was
recently asked “What do I need to be considered as a Board
Member?”
There are no frills required; In short - passion, courage and
commitment to want to feature our children frontline to succeed is
the key.

Through the lens of a Board Member it has been hugely
rewarding witnessing over the years the outcomes of Board
decisions resulting by way of current and past student
achievements, staff success and community engagement.
If you are considering standing for our Board I encourage you to
proceed – You will make a difference.
Feel free to connect with me if you would like to chat further.
Good luck.
Kalala Stamenic
BOT Proprietor’s Appointees
If you are interested in being appointed as a Proprietor’s
Appointee please make contact with our Parish Priest Fr Tony.

Syndicate Updates
JUNIOR SYNDICATE
Term 1 has been a busy term for the Junior Syndicate.
The children are settled into their new classes and have been
excited as they take on this year’s learning journey.
During the term we took part in EOTC week. The Juniors had a
games day, bush walk and playground fun at Trentham Memorial
Park. They also joined the whole school for Traditional Maori
games where they took part in learning new games alongside the
older children. We were lucky to have the ‘Play Pod’ which was
made up with ‘odd parts’ where the children could explore their
creativity by constructing amazing creations. During weeks 7 & 8
we travelled to Stokes Valley Pool for our swimming lessons
where the children became more water confident. We hosted
whole school assembly in week 8 where the children shared their
learning and ‘The Purple People Eater’ song that they learnt at
Choir. Weeks 8, 9 and 10 the children have been taking part in
the Perceptual Motor Programme (PMP). Here physical, sensory
and listening experiences are explored with a strong language
element.
The children have certainly earned a well-deserved break before
launching into Term 2!

SENIOR SYNDICATE
What a start to the year! The Senior Syndicate has achieved a lot
this term. They have completed a really fun water safety week at
Naenae Pool, learnt CPR, wrote some descriptive poems,
moment and times and persuasive pieces, created some fantastic
artwork, grown together as a Syndicate. We also had an
amazing EOTC week. Some of the incredible things we have
done include a day of bush safety rotations, an amazing day
walking in the beautiful Orongorongo track at Remutaka Forest
Park. We also took part in a spiritual retreat which helped further
our learning about our ‘Story of Me’ unit. During EOTC week, the
Student Council planned one of their first events and lead a very
successful top town for the day. As you can see, the best
syndicate in the school has had an amazing start to the year! We
can’t wait to see what is in store next Term!
By Kobe B and Lola S.

PTF News ptf@stbrendans.school.nz
WONDERFUL PTF
The last couple of cold and wet days signals the soon to come
Winter. No better time than now to finish off our Icy Fridays (with
the last Friday being literally icy as well ) the kids have really
enjoyed a treat to finish off the week. We will return to Icy Fridays
in term 4.
The very happy news from our end is that we have raised
enough funds to purchase the other basketball hoop so we are
now ready to have some games - do take advantage of this and
sign on for basketball for next term. We will continue to fundraise
for new balls and bibs as well.
Aside from the above we are still fundraising for the intended
overhaul of the playground and general outdoor environment
of the school. We are please to announce that we have
so far raised $2,177.00 of our $2,375.00 target for Term 1 so
very happy news and thank you all for your ongoing support.
In addition we are please to announce that our Icy Friday in
honour of the victims of the Mosque attack in Christchurch,
raised $162.00.
Don't forget our Easter Raffle fundraiser with the draw to take
place on the last day of term - a very popular event for the kids.
We will have over 20 prizes!
Our Ohau Wines fundraiser is still ongoing should wish to join just mention BRENDANS as the promo code when ordering
online for free delivery and an extra discount at the till www.ohauwines.co.nz
We look forward to Term 2 where we have a whole host of fun
fundraising planned - look out for our winter lunches sign up form
in the first week of term.

We will also be presenting our Mothers Day celebration basket
next Mothers Day (May 10) - so watch out you might just get a
hug and a treat when picking up the kids from school ;)
On behalf of the PTF, have a Happy Easter.
Mona Kruse Hurnen,
PTF President

School News
MOVIN’ MARCH
Thank you!
A huge thank you to all our parents,
caregivers and students who got
moving this March! It’s been an awesome month and we’ve just
loved seeing our tamariki arrive at school refreshed from their
walk, scoot or bike to school. We’d like to thank Greater
Wellington Regional Council for organising this great initiative
and our local council for supporting it.
The Movin’March team have been posting up a storm on
Facebook and making regular entries on their blog page, check
out what else has been happening around the region!
Sharing stories
The Movin’March team would still love to hear about your
walking or wheeling experiences during March! Were there
barriers or benefits you’d like to share? Something cool that
happened on the way? Share your story and go into the draw to
win a $100 prezzy card (we’d also love a photo!). Entries close
12th April.
JUNIOR AND MIDDLE CHALK SPACE
On Thursday, 11th April, the rain finally stopped and the sun
came out so our chalk space was opened. Mrs Campbell and
Mrs Pullan shared a care code with the school which is all
about how the space will be used. A prayer was shared and
now it is open for use.

2019 ENVIRO GROUP
Last Friday for the first time Mrs Campbell and Mrs Pullan met
with an enthusiastic group of students called the Enviro Group.
They went on a walk around the school looking with enviro
eyes and investigating what they
could create or change to make
St. Brendan’s environment a
more sustainable community.
From Term Two they will meet
weekly to work on enviro
projects around our school.
Enviro Group Adult Support
St. Brendan’s are now on the journey of being an Enviro
School. We have formed a school enviro group who will meet
every Friday from 1- 2pm to work on mini projects around the
school. We are requiring adult support to complete these
projects. On Monday, 29th April at 3:30pm in Room 7 a meeting
will be held to share what this would involve. We welcome as
many mums, dads, and/or grandparents to support this group.
If you are unable to attend the meeting and would like to
support the group please speak to or email Mrs Chris Pullan,
Rm7 or Mrs Heather Campbell, Rm2.
TABLE TENNIS COACHING
Will take place Monday lunchtimes during Term 2. If your child
is interested in enrolling please contact Gary asap on 5897178.
FOOTBALL TOURNAMENT
On Wednesday, 3rd April St Brendan's senior school students
competed in an interschool football tournament at Memorial
Park, Petone. All four teams showed great skill, competitive
spirit and sportsmanship. Congratulations, our School values
were really on point. Thanks to all our amazing parent
volunteers for making this event possible!

Stars of the Week to
29 March 2019
The following pupils have shown their
Spark of God in the way they have
lived our School Values!

Rm 1:

Aiden, Logan, Amison

Rm 2:

Rei, Jaine

Rm 4 :

Charlie G, Mackie, Mia

Rm 5 :

Rm 7:

Kobe, Sophie G
Max, Henry F, Cameron,
Hazel
Anna, Flynn

Rm 8:

Jaxon, Emerson

Rm 9:

Madisyn, Simon, Bailey N

Rm 6:

Rm 10: Tiana, Matthew, Mason
Rm 11: Ruby, Keltia, Marko
Rm 12: Lexi, John Pallid, Hayley

UNIFORM
We have noticed that
some students across the
school are not wearing our
school uniform correctly.
Next term all students will
be in our winter uniform.
This is an opportunity to
check that correct uniform
is being worn, e.g.
appropriate coloured hair
ties, proper socks with
sports shoes, school
sweatshirts. Thank you for
your support.

UPDATE CONTACT INFO
NZ Uniforms,
Does the school have your correct
92 High Street ,
home address? Please ensure your
Lower Hutt
details are updated for the upcoming
www.nzuniforms.com
BOT Elections & for emergencies.
CAN YOU HELP?
Our supply of towels has been used and we would be grateful for
any donation of old clean towels for use in our Medical Room.
YUMMY APPLE STICKERS
Free Sports equipment for schools! Please help
St Brendan's earn some free sports equipment
by collecting Yummy Fruit stickers.
Shop at your local New World, Pak’n Save and
participating Four Square stores. Purchase
Yummy apples,
either bags with cut-out labels or individual
apples with Yummy stickers. One cut-out label is worth 10 apple
stickers. Place the Yummy stickers on Sticker Collection Sheets
and send the
cut-out labels to school.
We will be collecting stickers during Terms 2 & 3.

Community News
ATHLETICS CONGRATULATIONS
Congratulations Conor, Rm10, who competed in the Wellington
Junior Athletics Champs recently, placing 2nd in 8 year old discus
and shotput.
We understand that Paloma, Rm4, also did well but are not sure of
her exact results. Well done to you both.

Verbal Bouquets
VERBAL BOUQUET of appreciation to:
 Everyone who has taken the St Vincent de Paul basket to one
of our Parish Masses.
 Everyone who supported and participated in the Movin`March
activities. We posted off 133 WOW Passport cards and 91 art
challenge pictures.
 All parent volunteers who supported the Yr7-8 Football
Tournament.

PLEASE SUPPORT THOSE WHO SUPPORT US

Thank you to our
current sponsors
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