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Welcome, nau mai, afio mai,
Dear Parents, Caregivers & Parishioners,
We value Education Outside the Classroom
(E.O.T.C.) at St Brendan’s. All students have
been looking forward to this, our E.O.T.C. / Haora
Week where students visit and explore our
local environs. These experiences provide a
continuation of progressive skills and experience
as part of our school wide E.O.T.C. plan.
Students further develop an attitude of
responsibility, appreciation and care for the
environment. Students gain increased confidence
in different settings. These days provide
opportunities to share and communicate
effectively with peers and enhance physical and
mental well-being through appropriate levels
of adventure and challenge. We are very
appreciative to everyone who has been able to
support with these learning opportunities.
The St Brendan’s team joined the staff of other
Wellington Catholic Schools at last week’s
Commissioning Mass, Sts Peter and Paul Church
in Lower Hutt. Cardinal John Dew was the
presiding celebrant. This was another lovely way
to be welcomed to the 2019 learning year.
Mrs Heather Campbell was acknowledged
for having completed Religious Education
Foundation Level, and Mrs Sarah Chard
was acknowledged for completing Religious
Education Classroom Level.
NZEI Meeting Thank you for your cooperation
and support with next week’s upcoming NZEI
Paid Union Meeting, Monday, 18 March. It is
important that all teaching staff and principals
attend the meeting to gain information and have
their say about matters that affect New Zealand
schools. The NZEI Te Riu Roa campaign called
‘Kua Tae Te Wā – It’s Time’ is aimed at
addressing the issues of adequately resourcing
our schools. “Our children deserve the best

education in the world, and New Zealand can
afford to provide it. It’s just a matter of priorities.”
Students leaving school by 1pm must be
collected by someone noted as able to collect
them on their Emergency Contact form.
BYOD We continue to be a BYOD school from
Year 3. It is important that if your child has a
device they remember to bring it to/from school
daily to support their in class learning. It is also a
timely opportunity to remind everyone that once
at school in the mornings our ICT policies
apply, devices can only be used when
appropriately supervised. Smart watches and cell
phones must be handed to classroom teachers at
the beginning of the school day.
Supporting St Vincent de Paul We are grateful
to the students and families of Room 1 for their
generous donations and presentation of the
St Brendan’s St Vincent de Paul basket at Mass
on Sunday. This week the basket is located in
Room 2. Each week the basket will be located in
a different classroom, families are invited to make
donations during the week, but everyone is
welcome to make donations at any time during
the year.
Newsletter Sponsorship Thank you very much
to those who have made contact offering support
to St Brendan’s by advertising on the final page
of our fortnightly newsletters. If you are interested
please make contact with Clare Owen, our
Accounts Administrator, via:
accounts@stbrendans.school.nz
Prayer for the First Sunday of Lent, E te Atua,
God of the journey, we pray that you teach us to
listen to the Spirit as Jesus listened. May we
discern your presence in our daily life and be
filled with the Spirit.
God Bless,
Veronica Sawers,
Principal

BOT News
Board of Trustees Elections 2019
This is the year for school board of trustee
elections, and we are looking for some new
people to join our board!
St Brendan’s School board is made up of a
mix of elected and selected representatives
- the principal (Veronica), a staff representative (Lindsey),
proprietor’s representatives (Fr Tony, Pat, Matt, and Anthony),
and appointed trustees (Darrell, Nick, Kalala, Sarai, and
Michelle).
As board members, we share a common purpose of ensuring
that all students receive the best possible education, strive for
personal excellence, celebrate their successes, and grow
spiritually in the Catholic faith to become positive contributors to
society (ie: focussing on our school’s mission).
To work efficiently and effectively on the board, you need to
develop an understanding of the principles of good governance
and have a commitment to work constructively together as a
team and in partnership with the principal. Most importantly, you
need to commit your time.
The principal, is basically our chief executive, and is responsible
for the management of the school: the board is responsible for
keeping the school on track. Or, to think of it another way:
the board is responsible for organisational outcomes and
the principal is responsible for managing the processes for
achieving those outcomes.

Issue 3 2019
Term 1
12 March
Term 1

Dates to Note

11-15
Mar

EOTC Week

11-15
Mar

St Vincent de Paul
Basket in Room 2

12
Mar

PTF AGM 7pm in
the staffroom

13
Mar

Top School 2019
5-7pm Harcourt
Park

17
Mar

Family Mass
10.30am at OLOG

18
Mar

NZEI Meeting

18-22
Mar

St Vincent de Paul
Basket in Room 4

22
Mar

Mass at OLOG
Church, 9.30am Yrs 1 - 2 & Yrs 7 - 8

25-29
Mar

St Vincent de Paul
Basket in Room 5

26
Mar

BOT Meeting, 6pm
in the staffroom

29
Mar

Whole School
Assembly - 9am in
Hall-Juniors hosting

1-5
Apr

St Vincent de Paul
Basket in Room 6

4 Apr

School Mufti Day

5
Apr

Mass at OLOG
Church, 9.30am Whole School

6 Apr

Community
Emergency Hub
Exercise

8 -12
Apr

St Vincent de Paul
Basket in Room 7

11 Apr Open Afternoon
Here is a link to some more
information about school boards 12 Apr ANZAC Service
and what they do (and also a 12 Apr End of Term 1
great little video).
https://www.trustee-election.co.nz/
Please take some time to think about joining our board this year.
If you would like to talk to any of our board members, I am sure
that they will be more than happy to speak about their work on
the board.
If you are interested, then you are more than welcome to attend
a meeting. Our meetings are public and visitors are always
welcome. Our next meeting will be held Tuesday, 26 March at
6pm in our St Brendan’s staff room.
Elected Board of Trustee Members
boardchair@stbrendans.school.nz
michelle.groves@stbrendans.school.nz
sarai.higginson@stbrendans.school.nz
kalala.stamenic@stbrendans.school.nz
nick.banks@stbrendans.school.nz
Proprietors Representatives
a.heffernan@stbrendans.school.nz
matthew.poland@stbrendans.school.nz
patrick.hoult@stbrendans.school.nz
parishpriest@stbrendans.school.nz

Walking Hand in Hand with Christ
STUDENT COUNCIL
Congratulations to Kobe (Chairman), George (Deputy Chairman), Lola (Chairwoman) and Summer
(Deputy Chairwoman) who will be leading our 2019 Student Council. They will be running various
activities throughout the year, creating new ideas for the school and being positive role models to
others.
HOUSE CAPTAINS
Congratulations to our House Captains. They will be leading various House events throughout the
year.
Annagh, a place in Ireland where St Brendan passed away, will be led by Zoe and Preston.
Clonard, a place in Ireland where St Brendan was educated, will be led by Ollie and Laito.
Galway, a place in Ireland where St Brendan sailed from, will be led by Michael and James
(absent.)
Tralee, the place in Ireland where St Brendan was born, will be led by Jack and Mckenzie.
Cardinal John’s Vision:
“Every student in a Catholic school participates fully in a community of believers
which is inspired by the Scriptures and nourished by the Eucharist. Teachers and
all staff are Gospel witnesses who inspire, encourage and support their students to:
“Walk the way of Jesus Christ,
Live the life of Jesus Christ,
And tell the truth of Jesus Christ.”

Stars of the Week to 8 March 2019

In so doing students realise their full potential as children of God within a holistic
education system delivered with excellence.”

The following pupils have shown their
Spark of God in the way they have lived
our School Values!

Community News
COMMUNITY EMERGENGY HUB EXERCISE
St Brendan’s School has been identified as a Community Emergency Hub. This
means that in a large emergency event, community members can open the school to
respond to local needs. A Community Emergency Hub Exercise is being held at
Upper Hutt Primary School, at 10am on Saturday the 6th of April, open to all the
Upper Hutt community. Using a real-time earthquake scenario, we will be practising
how to set up, allocate roles and run the Hub, and will begin creating the Upper Hutt
central Community Response Plan. There will be a free BBQ provided afterwards.
See you there!
FAMILY MASS 17th March, Our Lady of Grace Church
The Parish Council is initiating a family mass at the 10.30 am
service at Our Lady of Grace church once a term. This terms family
mass will be held on the 17th March followed by a social time on the
lawn.

Rm 1:

Campbell, Ava, Michael

Rm 2:

Ethan, Dave

Rm 4 :

James, Fae, Maddison, Bodie, Zoe

Rm 5 :

Lorenzo, Pia, Jack S, Laito, Xanthe

Rm 6:

Mila, Archie

Rm 7:

Emily

Rm 8:

Halina, Litron, Charlie S

Rm 9:

Caitlin, Simon

Rm 10: Ruby
Rm 11: Hayden, Marko
Rm 12: Amelia

School News
MEDICATION & MEDICATION AGREEMENTS
Have you returned your 2019 Medication Agreement and
updated medication? It has become apparent with EOTC
excursions this week that some medications and agreements
have not yet been received. We would appreciate these being
sent to the school office as soon as possible. Thank you.
MOVIN’MARCH
Movin`March is off to a great start at
St Brendans, please encourage your
child/children to participate.
From the organisers of Movin`March:
Parent Photo Competition
Last week the Wellington Zoo donated all our Family passes for
our parent photo competition. This week Zealandia features for
our Wild Thing Destination. And look out for Friday’s Favourite
Photo prize on the 15th, as we’ll be giving away an amazing
adult scooter courtesy of Micro Scooters! Simply snap a photo
of your family’s journey to school during Movin’March and win!
It might highlight a small adventure or wonder discovered along
the way, or simply capture a moment in your journey. To enter,
post your photo publicly on Facebook or Instagram with
#movinmarch.
T&C’s are found on https://www.movinmarch.com/photocomp.
Year 5 & 6 CRICKET TOURNAMENT
The Years 5 & 6 sent three teams to Tuesday’s cricket
tournament at TMP: The St Brendan`s Stars, The St Brendan`s
Strikes and The St Brendan`s Saints. All teams represented the
school well, showing the values of kindness, respect and
courage. We had some magnificent wins and all the pupils
should rightly feel proud of themselves.
Quote from Sophie Glynn: "My favourite part was when I hit the
ball over the bowlers head and Hayley and I scored three runs."
Quote from Ryan Phelan: "It was a really, really good day."
Huge thanks to all the wonderful parents and grandparents
without whom we would not have been able to participate.

2019 OPEN AFTERNOON
An Open Afternoon will take place at
St Brendan’s on Thursday, 11 April
4-6pm. This is an opportunity for you
and your child/ren to visit their
classroom/s and team/s. Each teaching
team will share a short presentation and
your child/ren will be able to share what
they have been learning. Each team will
make the same presentation twice, order
of presentations:
4pm
Juniors and Upper Middles
4.30pm Middles and Seniors
5pm
Juniors and Upper Middles
5.30pm Middles and Seniors
 Students
decorating the
new blackboards
outside Mr
Keegan’s office.

REPORT AN ABSENCE
Call the office and leave a
message, with your child’s
name and the reason on
Ph 9391909 OR email—
admin@stbrendans.school.nz

UNIFORM SUPPLIER

NZ Uniforms,
92 High Street , Lower Hutt
www.nzuniforms.com
SCHOOL ASB BANKING DAY
Thursdays
. SCHOOL LUNCHES
Wednesday - Sushi and
Friday—Pita Pit
www.lunchonline.co.nz
Order before 9am

———————————————————————————-

ABOUT KIDZ OSCAR

Out of school care based at
St Brendan’s School—contact
Sarah 027 616 0235

SCHOOL UNIFORM FOR SALE
2 x size 8 long sleeve girls blouses $15 ea
Boys socks (green band) $5 pair Size 12-4
Unused old uniform items. First in first served.



Verbal Bouquets
VERBAL BOUQUET of appreciation to:
 Myles Cosgrove who kindly purchased the plywood and cut it to
the shapes requested for the new blackboards.
 Daniel Walker, Rachel Noyes, Paula Mills, Nicole Banks,
Mike Banks, Niel & Penny Childs for all their help with the Year
5 & 6 cricket tournament.
 Our Parent Helpers who are helping our classes this week.
 Nicola McLean from Land, Search and Rescue for coming in to
talk to the Seniors about bush safety.

PTF News ptf@stbrendans.school.nz
WONDERFUL PTF
Wow, what a cool week we are having with
the EOTC activities. Fantastic way to get
outdoors into the fresh air and explore our
local environments. Everyone will be burning
through the calories if what I saw yesterday at
TMP was anything to go by! Just a reminder
that tonight is the PTF AGM and anyone
is welcome to attend. 7pm in the school
staffroom, followed by the PTF meeting.
Thank you to everyone for your support of our
mufti day last week. The funds collected from
this mufti day are going towards our second
basketball system in the Hall so that we can
have some fun indoor play this winter. We're
almost there and we'll be really excited to let
you know when it's finally arrived.
The PTF have a lot on offer at the moment:
- the Ohau wine sales are floating around in the
background, use the code BRENDANS on their

IMPORTANT

INFORMATION

website for free delivery and an additional
discount at the checkout. $10 from each 6
bottles gets donated to our school.
- Packets of delicious Roti are also open for
orders and close next week. These are locally
made (Porirua) and freeze exceptionally well
so stock up and put a few away for those mid
winter curries. Only $15 for a pack of 10 large
roti or $20 with a butter chicken sauce.
- Collections are also being taken for
the Easter Raffle, please deliver these to
classroom teachers or to the office. Tickets will
go on sale in the week starting 25 March.
- Icy Fridays should hopefully be back on this
Friday, if the weather plays ball. They have
been a roaring success so thank you everyone
for your support.
Hope everyone enjoys the rest of the EOTC
week.

