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Welcome, nau mai, afio mai, 

Dear Parents, Caregivers & Parishioners, 

St Brendan’s Day started with 

Mass at Our Lady of Grace 

last Thursday. We were 

joined by families, members 

of our Parish, student         

representatives, Mr Graeme Duffy, the principal, 

from St Pat’s Silverstream and Mr Frank Wafer 

from the Archdiocese of Wellington. St Brendan’s 

Day coincided 

with Support Staff 

Day, Fr Tony 

gave our Support 

Staff team a   

special blessing 

acknowledging all 

that they do to support our school community.     

At school buddy classes got together to reflect on 

the significance of our four Houses. Everyone 

created feathers in appropriate colours to create 

four House korowai, you can admire these in our 

school hall. Lots of fun was had with House 

games before lunch. In the afternoon we came 

together as a school to welcome new students, 

their families and colleagues. 

UPCOMING TEACHER STRIKE ACTION There 

has been a lot of media coverage about the    

nationwide rejection of the latest Government 

offer for teachers. Secondary teachers will        

join primary teachers and principals in strike     

action on Wednesday, 29 

May. This will mean the 

school will be closed for in-

struction on this day, please 

read the Board of Trustees 

letter attached with this week’s Bulletin. All of our 

teaching staff are part of the NZEI union.           

We acknowledge the inconvenience of making 

alternative arrangements for next Wednesday 

and appreciate your continued  support. We hope 

to reach some positive resolution in the near    

future. The NZEI Te Riu Roa campaign called 

‘Kua Tae Te Wā – It’s Time’ is aimed at          

addressing the issues of adequately resourcing 

our schools. 

Board of Trustees Elections 2019 

The Triennial Board of Trustees Elections will be 

held on Friday, 7 June 

2019. Thank you to all    

the parents who have   

attended Board meetings 

to get a better understand-

ing of what it means to be 

a School Trustee. Nomination forms have been 

sent out for our upcoming Board of Trustees 

Election. If you did not receive a nomination form 

in the mail there are spare forms at the office. 

Nominations close at noon, Friday, 24 May.          

I would like to acknowledge and thank our       

existing Board members for their support and 

oversight of our school’s direction. The           

governance hand over from existing Board to 

newly elected Board will take place at the Board 

of Trustees Meeting on Tuesday, 25 June. 

Further information about the role of the Board of 

Trustees can be found here: https://www.trustee-

election.co.nz/becoming-a-trustee/.  

Star Awards Muffin Break Upper Hutt is        

generously sponsoring our Star Awards.         

Students who receive a Star Certificate at      

assembly will also be presented 

with a voucher which they can       

exchange for a muffin from the 

Upper Hutt store. These vouchers 

have star stickers on them,     

students will be encouraged to 

share the reason they were       

the recipient of the award with     

the Muffin Break employee.         

At assembly we are now running a lucky draw of 

eight students, this group of students will enjoy 

morning tea with myself the following Monday. 

Performance Opportunities  2019 will be the 

second time St Brendan’s Kapa Haka has       

participated at Hutt Fest (previously called 

Polyfest). Our group will be learning new         

performance pieces ready to showcase on  

Thursday, 4 July at the Walter Nash Stadium. 

Our school choir will meet to sing on        

Wednesdays as they prepare for the ArtSplash 

combined schools choir performance on         

Wednesday, 18 September. This year we have 

not been able to coordinate our participation in 

DanceSplash, we are hopeful this will be an    

opportunity for our students again in 2020. We 

are grateful for the support of Matua Whaitiri and 

Michael Stebbings. 

Bullying-Free New Zealand Week 2019 ended 

with Pink Shirt Day last Friday. The theme this 

year was ‘Whakanuia Tōu Āhua Ake!           

Celebrating Being Us!’ 

The week provided a great opportunity for      

students to celebrate what makes them unique 

and reinforced that our school environment is one 

where everyone is welcome, safe and free from 

bullying. Our school encourages respect, values 

opinions, celebrates difference, and promotes 

positive relationships, this makes it difficult for 

bullying behaviour to exist. To continue to 

achieve this, we need everyone – school staff, 

students, trustees, parents, whānau and our com-

munity to support the celebration of ’being us’ 

and work together. 

Welcome We continue to welcome new students 

and their families to our school community.         

In particular Leven, Liam and Aylah to our Room 

6 learning team and Mia to Room 7. 

God Bless, 

Veronica Sawers,  

Principal 

Term 2 Dates to Note 

20 -24 
May 

St Vincent de Paul 
Basket in Room 11 

24 May 
Mass at OLOG 
Church, 9.30am - 
Years 3-6 

24 May 
BOT Election 2019 
Nominations close  
at noon 

27 - 31 
May 

St Vincent de Paul 
Basket in Room 12 

28 May 
Catholic School’s 
Day - Mass 9.30am 
OLOG 

28 May BOT Meeting 6pm 

29 May 
NZEI Strike Action 
SCHOOL CLOSED 

31 May 
Whole School        
Assembly - 9am in 
Hall-Juniors hosting 

3 Jun 
Queen’s Birthday 
NO SCHOOL 

4-7 
Jun 

St Vincent de Paul 
Basket in Room 1 

5 Jun 
World Environment 
Day—St Brendan’s 
tree planting 

6 Jun PTF Winter Lunch 

7 Jun 
Mass at OLOG 
Church, 9.30am - 
Juniors & Seniors 

7 Jun 
BOT Election 2019     
voting closes noon 

10-14 
Jun 

St Vincent de Paul 
Basket in Room 2 

11 Jun PTF Meeting 7pm  

13 Jun PTF Mufti Day 

14 Jun 
Whole School        
Assembly - 9am in 
Hall - Middles hosting 

14 Jun 

BOT Election results 
announced & new 
Board of Trustees 
takes office 

17-21 
Jun 

St Vincent de Paul 
Basket in Room 4 

21 Jun 
Mass at OLOG 
Church, 9.30am - 
Years 3 - 6 

21 Jun DISCO 

24-27 
Jun 

St Vincent de Paul 
Basket in Room 5 

24-27 
Jun 

BOOK FAIR 

25-27 
Jun 

3-Way Learning 
Converstions 

25 Jun BOT Meeting 6pm 

https://www.trustee-election.co.nz/becoming-a-trustee/
https://www.trustee-election.co.nz/becoming-a-trustee/


Walking Hand in Hand with Christ 

PTF News ptf@stbrendans.school.nz 

WONDERFUL PTF 

The days are slowly getting shorter and the nights colder. Hopefully you had time to sign up for 

our winter lunches. We had our first last week and the kids greatly enjoyed the sausages,    

sizzling warmly in their tummies.  ;) 

For the adults, we still have our Ohau Wines fundraiser running, log on to their                     

website www.ohauwines.co.nz to place an order and mention  BRENDANS when you proceed 

to the checkout. YOU get free shopping and a discount on your wine (even the ones on           

special!) and WE get $10 from every half dozen ordered!  Win-win! 

In other happy news, the winner of our Mothers Day pamper pack: Huge Congratulations 

to Michelle Harding, who was the winner. We hope you enjoyed the prize Michelle.  

We are still fundraising for the general upgrade of the school facilities that the kids use, such as 

the playground and sport facilities. Our next big event is the SCHOOL DISCO, which I know the 

kids always look forward to. This year's theme is 'Party Fiesta' and is set for Friday, 21 June. 

Look out for posters and how to get tickets around the school in the next couple of weeks. 

We look forward to seeing you there! 

Mona Kruse Hurnen on behalf of the PTF. 

School News 

Road Patrol   

Is anyone able to help support our Road    
Patrol team on Friday mornings before 9am 
on Sutherland Avenue? Please let us know if 
you can help, we would be most grateful. 

Supporting St Vincent de Paul  

Our St Vincent de Paul basket continues to rotate 
throughout our school. Each week the basket will be 
located in a different classroom, families are invited to 
make donations during the week. On the Friday of 

each week we need one family to volunteer to take the basket 
home and present it during the offertory at one of our Parish 
Masses. Refer to the ‘Dates to Note’ section to know when your 
child/ren’s class will be collecting.  

Inter-School Cross Country 

It was lovely to see our children with their parents and whanau 
gather on a beautiful Sunday afternoon for the annual interschool 
cross country at Harcourt Park Upper Hutt. Although we had         
a relatively small number of competitors, all the students          
represented St Brendan’s in an exemplary way, showing our    

values of courage, perseverance and striving for excellence.         
It was great to see such good sportsmanship on display. 

In the eight races run St Brendan’s came first in three of them and 
came overall equal second in the Year 3 and below boys race. 
Huge congratulations to Matthew M for winning the Year 3 and 
below boys race; Madison W for winning the Year 5 girls race and 
to Katie J for winning the Year 6 girls race. 

Well done to Charlie S (7th in Year 3 and below) and Leith W (8th 
in Year 5) and to all the St Brendan’s students who participated 

We are very proud of you all. 
 

 

 

Catholic School's Day theme this year is Extending Christ's Call: to love, to be, 

to do. We are joining with St Patrick's Silverstream and St Joseph's Upper Hutt to 

have a fun filled day. We will celebrate a combined Mass at Our Lady of Grace at 

9.30am. We will return to school where Year 1 to 4 from St Joseph's will join us. 

Our Years 5 to 8 will travel to St Joseph's to join them in their activities. Throughout 

the day both schools will be supported by students from St Patrick's Silverstream.  

As part of the theme we are collecting non perishable items which will be given to 

the Young Vinnies group at St Patrick's Silverstream to share with community 

groups. We ask that all families donate something to this wonderful cause. Items 

can be given to the classroom teachers. Many thanks for your ongoing support.  

  Stars of the Week to  

17 May 2019 
 The following pupils have shown their     

    Spark of God in the way they have lived our 
School Values! 

Rm 1: Jesse, Joanna, Michael 

Rm 2: Augustine 

Rm 4 : Paloma 

Rm 5 : Jordan, Yechiel 

Rm 6: Mila 

Rm 6a: Logan 

Rm 7: Freddie, Emily 

Rm 8: Maximus, Neve 

Rm 9: Maxwell, Brydie 

Rm 10: Grace, Scarlett 

Rm 11: Rehan, Mya 

Rm 12: Tommy, Sera, Amelia P 

Sausage sizzle lunches for  
Term 2 are underway! 

 

Order forms have been 
emailed and are available 

from the school office 

mailto:ptf@stbrendans.school.nz
http://www.ohauwines.co.nz/
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Are you receiving our emailed bulletin? 
Please email:  office@stbrendans.school.nz  to be added to the 

distribution list. Email is our means to communicate important 

& urgent notices to our  community. 

School News      Verbal Bouquets 

CHICKEN POX 

We have recently be informed of a case of Chicken Pox in 

our Junior Syndicate. 

ENVIRO GROUP  

St Brendan’s now has its own 

Enviro school sign and is    

starting a new journey!  

Last Friday morning at our school 

assembly Michelle Ducat an       

Enviroschool facilitator  presented 

a beautiful sign that will be         

displayed in our school grounds.                

Enviroschools is a programme that 

supports our school  community in 

becoming more sustainable and 

taking meaningful action in our own      

environment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Enviro Group Adult Support Meeting 

St Brendan’s is now on the journey of being an Enviroschool. 

We have formed a school Enviro group who will meet every 

Thursday, and some Fridays, from 1- 2pm during lunchtime, 

to work on mini projects around the school. Thank you to the 

parents who have kindly supported the Enviro group this 

term. We are still requiring more adults to support our         

mini-projects e.g. making bees wax wraps. On Friday, 31 May 

at 3:15pm in Room 7 a meeting will be held to share what this 

would involve. We welcome as many mums, dads, and 

grandparents to support this group. If you are unable to     

attend the meeting and would like to support the group please 

email: 

Chris Pullan c.pullan@stbrendans.school.nz   

or Heather Campbell h.campbell@stbrendans.school 

MOVIN’MARCH - ART CHALLENGE 

We are pleased to announce that Samantha, Room 9 has 

won the REGIONAL prize for the Movin’March Art Challenge 

in the 5-7 years category. To acknowledge her efforts she will 

receive a $100 Prezzy Card courtesy of Greater Wellington 

Regional Council.       

Ka pai Samantha! 

VERBAL BOUQUET of  appreciation to:   

 Our Year 8 leaders for supporting and 

organising events on St Brendan’s Day. 

 Mel Sim and Scott Stone of Muffin 
Break Upper Hutt for their sponsorship 
of our Star Awards. 

IMPORTANT 
INFORMATION 

 

REPORT AN ABSENCE 

Call the office and leave a 

message, with your child’s 

name and the reason on     

Ph 9391909 OR email—

admin@stbrendans.school.nz 

UNIFORM SUPPLIER 

NZ Uniforms,  

92 High Street , Lower Hutt  

www.nzuniforms.com 

SCHOOL ASB  BANKING  DAY 

Thursdays 

. SCHOOL LUNCHES 

 Wednesday - Sushi and    

Friday—Pita Pit 

www.lunchonline.co.nz   

Order before 9am 
        ———————————————————————————- 

ABOUT KIDZ OSCAR 

Out of school care based at 

St Brendan’s School—contact 

Sarah 027 616 0235 



PLEASE SUPPORT THOSE WHO SUPPORT US 

   

   

   

  

Thank you to our     
current sponsors 

 

Space is available for 
your advertising 

 

   


