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Welcome, nau mai, afio mai,
Dear Parents, Caregivers & Parishioners,
Welcome to Term 2! We are looking forward to a
productive and varied term of learning full of a
variety of opportunities. Last week you will have
received newsletters from our team leaders
outlining the learning programmes in each area
of our school. Later in the term we look forward to
meeting you at three-way learning conferences:
Tuesday 25, Wednesday, 26 and Thursday,
27 June. Please keep an eye out in our
newsletters for important and upcoming dates.
Thank you for your cooperation and support with
yesterday’s NZEI Paid Union Meeting. It was
important that all teaching staff attended the
meeting to gain information and have their say
about matters that affect New Zealand schools.
The NZEI Te Riu Roa campaign called ‘Kua Tae
Te Wā – It’s Time’ is aimed at addressing the
issues of adequately resourcing our schools.
Cross Country
After weeks of successful
training and enthusiasm about showcasing our
running skills we look forward to holding our
St Brendan’s cross country event tomorrow.
All students may arrive and remain in their PE
uniform for the whole day. This is a positive
celebration of achievement and participation.
Year 1-6 students are looking forward to the
inter-school event on Sunday, 19 May. If you
have not yet entered for this event, but would like
to participate, you are welcome to attend on the
day, or email your interest to Jo Jones. Our Year
7-8 students are looking forward to their
upcoming Intermediate level event. We are
particularly grateful to Mr McCarroll for
co-ordinating our school event for us, and thank
you to the team of helpers assisting on the day.
Welcome
Mrs Nicky Hurle has joined our
Senior Syndicate in Room 4, Mrs Yvonne
McElwain has joined our Junior Syndicate in
Room 6 and Mrs Jillian Green has joined our
Teacher Aide team. All three of our recently
appointed colleagues will support the ongoing
learning journey of all students. I know you
will join me in welcoming everyone to our
St Brendan’s community.

Supporting St Vincent de Paul
Our St Vincent de Paul basket
continues to rotate throughout our
school. Each week the basket will
be located in a different classroom,
families are invited to make donations during the
week. On the Friday of each week we need one
family to volunteer to take the basket home and
present it during the offertory at one of our Parish
Masses. Refer to the ‘Dates to Note’ section to
know when your child/ren’s class will be
collecting.
Road Patrol We are still in need of
a few people to support our Term 2
Road
Patrollers. If you can spare
30 minutes before 9am, or 15
minutes from 2.50pm we would love
to hear from you. Our 2019 Road Patrol team is
doing a wonderful job of helping everyone safely
cross Palmer Crescent and Sutherland Avenue.
Welcome We continue to welcome new students
and their families to our school community.
In particular Brooke, Kael, Ayla & Eva to our
Room 6 learning team, and Porscha to Room 2
and Lacey to Room 12.
God Bless,
Veronica Sawers, Principal

Stars of the Week to
3 May 2019
The following pupils have shown their
Spark of God in the way they have lived our
School Values!

Rm 1:
Rm 2:
Rm 4 :
Rm 5 :
Rm 6:
Rm 7:
Rm 8:
Rm 9:
Rm 10:
Rm 11:
Rm 12:

Nico, Mya
Lucinda, Vincent, Tom
Madisson C, George
Laito
Elodie, Jackson, Benjamin M, Henry
Teagan, Alyssa
Lily, Andy
Aurelian, Diyan, Samantha
Nathan, Conor, Jayden
Joshua, Sienna, William
Benjamin, Declan

Walking Hand in Hand with Christ
CONGRATULATIONS
Congratulations to Iosefo from Room 5 for creating the winning
design for Our Lady of the Valley's Paschal Candle for 2019.
Many children entered this competition and as Father said
yesterday, all children who created a design came 2nd. All the
designs are being displayed in both Churches, so please look at
the amazing art work.
CATHOLIC CHARACTER GROUP
On the last day of Term 1, our wonderful Catholic Character
group moved from class to class to share the story of Stations of
the Cross. The 30 children, from year 3 up, shared a reading and
prayer.
ST BRENDAN’S DAY
On Thursday, 16 May, the school will be celebrating St Brendan's
Day. This is a special day for us as we are the only school in New
Zealand named after St Brendan. Our day will start with Mass at
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Our Lady of Grace Church at 9.30am. We will then return to
school to complete some fun House activities together. We
warmly welcome parents, grandparents, family members and
friends to join us at Mass and visit us at school. You are all most
welcome.
Prayer to Saint Brendan

Dear Saint,
To mention your name is to recall much travelling.
It was in relation to voyages that you emerged as a popular Saint.
The Irish became great travellers thus spreading their faith everywhere.
Protect not only mariners but also all those who go out to the sea in ships.
Amen
Watch this space!
In our next newsletter, we will be sharing details of Catholic
School's Day to be held on Tuesday, 28 May.

BOT News
ELECTED MEMBER OF THE
BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Why stand for St Brendan’s BOT?
To all of you parents and caregivers who
have ever asked that question before I
would simply say, it gives an insight into
how and why the school is run as it is and it helps to cement the
connection and the ownership we all have for St Brendan’s
School.
I have been involved with the BOT and the school for a number of
years now and I believe my relationship with the school is far
greater because of my involvement with the BOT. You do not
have a particular skill set except to be able to have open and
honest discussions and communications with others and have our
children’s best interests at heart. As the 2019 BOT elections
approach I would encourage anyone who has wondered what the
BOT does to just go for it, put your name in the hat and stand for
election.
Whether it’s standing for the BOT, being involved with the PTF or
helping in class we owe it to our children to be involved and show
that we are all interested and supportive of their learning. After all
we are teaching them to be good, caring and compassionate
people and they will be our next community leaders.
Nick Banks
Elected Board of Trustees Representative
If you are interested in being a Proprietor’s Appointee please
make contact with our Parish Priest Fr Tony.
PROPRIETOR’S REPRESENTATIVE
I am a Proprietor’s Representative on the Board of Trustees
having been a member for a couple of years now. I sit on a
handful of sub-committees such as Catholic Character and IT
(Information Technology) as well as providing support when
required for Appointments and Personnel matters.
On first joining the Board it all seemed a little daunting particularly
as I grappled with new terminology and practices. Yet my initial
concerns were allayed quickly as a result of the support provided
by fellow Board members, the School Management Team and the
various learning and support opportunities provided by NZSTA.
It is a valuable opportunity to see holistically the running of our
children’s schools and education generally in today’s world.
With the School Board of Trustees elections around the corner,
I encourage you to consider becoming a Trustee. It is important
our School Board is representative of the diversity of our School
community. We all have different experiences, ideas and
perspectives and these attributes need to be at the table as we
work towards achieving our School mission. Being a Board of
Trustee member does require your commitment but I personally
have found the experience very fulfilling and rewarding.
Matt Poland
Proprietor’s Representative
BOT Proprietor’s Appointees

PTF News ptf@stbrendans.school.nz
WONDERFUL PTF
Welcome to Term Two, St Brendan’s School friends and family!
We have some exciting events to be held this term. Winter lunches are back on the menu and
this term we have sausage sizzles happening, yum!! You'll have seen the separate email about
this which came out on Monday morning with ordering information. Please get your order in
early as there won't be extras available to buy on the day.
Our fundraiser with Ohau wines is still ongoing and Ohau add new specials to their website
monthly. Check it out by visiting www.ohauwines.co.nz and enter BRENDANS in the promo box
- you'll get free delivery for a minimum 6 bottles of wine, a further discount at the checkout and
St Brendan's gets $10! Great deal all round.
Mother's Day is this coming Sunday and the PTF have put together a beautiful prize for a lucky
mother or caregiver. We have very luckily been donated items for this prize and our thanks go
out to S&Co Beauty, Noel Leeming, Botanical Beauty and the Lincoln Family. ALL families at
St Brendan’s will have an entry into the draw and a lucky winner will be drawn on Friday,
10th May, just in time for Mother's Day this weekend.
Thank you all so much for your ongoing support and for joining in our fundraising activities.
We look forward to sharing this term with you and offering lots of fun and exciting things to help
raise much needed funds for our school.
Kind regards,
Katy Evans, PTF Secretary

School News
St Brendan’s has joined the Pink Shirt Day movement again!
We have joined the Pink Shirt Day movement again to Speak Up,
Stand Together and Stop Bullying! Next Friday we are going pink
to show our commitment to creating a school environment that is
safe, welcoming and inclusive of all students. New Zealand has
some of the highest rates of bullying in schools in the world but
there is no room for it here at St Brendan’s. We will celebrate Pink
Shirt Day on Friday, 17 May. We will be encouraging everyone to
wear as much pink as possible!
About Pink Shirt Day Pink Shirt Day is a national anti-bullying campaign led by the Mental Health Foundation. Pink Shirt Day aims to
reduce bullying in schools by celebrating diversity in all its forms and supporting schools to be safe, supportive, welcoming and
inclusive of all students. By taking bullying seriously and working towards a school culture that supports and celebrates the diversity of
all students, young people can feel safe and supported, and flourish at school.

School News
PIANO LESSONS
ABOUT: St Brendan’s alum Amber Rainey has recently moved
back to New Zealand after being based in London for number
of years as a professional classical musician. In New Zealand
Amber has worked as a pianist with the New Zealand
Symphony Orchestra, Chamber Music New Zealand and New
Zealand Opera – in 2018 on shows with Sole Mio’s Pene Pati.
She has been a member of staff at Victoria University’s New
Zealand School of Music and her degrees include a master of
music from the Guildhall School of Music & Drama, London.
Amber was an emerging artist at London’s National Opera
Studio, working in collaboration with the 6 UK opera houses,
and coaches including Kiri Te Kanawa.
LESSONS: Amber has loads of experience teaching piano and
theory, including working in primary and secondary schools in
London, and starting this term, at St Mark’s Church School,
Wellington. She is now building a private teaching studio in
Upper Hutt, directly around the corner from St Brendan’s
School near Fig Tree Café, and would love to have any
students who are interested in learning, sign up with her.
There will be a choice to either learn privately at Amber’s place
after school ($35.00 for a half hour lesson) or for a discounted
rate at St Brendan’s School during the school day ($30.00 for
a half hour lesson).
To book a slot, please contact Amber on 027 642 9639 or
email amber@amberraineymusic.nz.
Website: www.amberraineymusic.nz
MOVIN’MARCH
Parent Feedback on Movin’March:
Movin’March was a month-long event organised by Greater
Wellington Regional and local Councils to encourage students
to walk or wheel to school. They have asked us to publish the
following:
To help us improve our programme, please complete
Greater Wellington’s parent survey
http://inform.gw.govt.nz/MM_parentsurvey2019.aspx
before it closes on Monday, 20th May. Respondents can go in
the draw to win a $100 Prezzy card!
We appreciate your help - your comments will help us
encourage more students to walk and wheel to school.

UNIFORM
This term all students need to be in our
winter uniform. Please check that correct
uniform is being worn, e.g. appropriate
coloured hair ties, proper socks with
sports shoes, school sweatshirts, no
smart watches and only allowable
jewellery. Thank you for your support.

IMPORTANT
INFORMATION
℡REPORT AN ABSENCE
Call the office and leave a
message, with your child’s
name and the reason on
Ph 9391909 OR email—
admin@stbrendans.school.nz

UNIFORM SUPPLIER
NZ Uniforms,
92 High Street ,
Lower Hutt
www.nzuniforms.com

Verbal Bouquets
VERBAL BOUQUET of
appreciation to:
• The Lincoln family for donating
books to the junior syndicate.

NZ Uniforms,
92 High Street , Lower Hutt
www.nzuniforms.com
SCHOOL ASB BANKING DAY
Thursdays
. SCHOOL LUNCHES
Wednesday - Sushi and
Friday—Pita Pit
www.lunchonline.co.nz
Order before 9am
———————————————————————————-

ABOUT KIDZ OSCAR
Out of school care based at
St Brendan’s School—contact
Sarah 027 616 0235
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