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Welcome, afio mai 

Dear Parents, Caregivers & Parishioners, 

New Zealand’s Catholic Schools Day began with 
Mass at Our Lady of Grace last Tuesday.          
We warmly welcomed: Jenny Gordon, Vicar for 
Education, Archdiocese of Wellington; Principal, 
Graeme Duffy, colleagues and students from      
St Patrick’s College; Principal, Andrew Herrick 
and students from St Joseph’s Upper Hutt,      
families and parishioners; and all staff and      
students from St Brendan’s. We joined together 
to celebrate a day on which we remembered all 
the things that are done in the name of Jesus and 
for which we can be grateful. We welcomed        
St Joseph’s Year 1 to 4 students to St Brendan’s; 
our Year 5 to 8 students felt the warm welcome at 
St Joseph’s Upper Hutt. A small group of         
students from all three schools shared their      
musical talents at the Home of Compassion. 

Our 2019 theme: 

Kia rangiwhawhatia ta te Karaiti karanga: kia 
aroha, kia tutua, kia mahi. 

Extending Christ’s Call: to love, to be, to do. 

Strike Action Thank you!  
Our school leadership,     
teaching and support staff 
team all participated in last 
week’s strike action on 
Wednesday. We acknowledge the inconvenience 
of the day and appreciate your continued support. 
We hope to reach some positive resolution in the 
near future. The NZEI Te Riu Roa campaign 
called ‘Kua Tae Te Wā – It’s Time’ is aimed at 
addressing the issues of adequately resourcing 
our schools. 

Board of Trustees Elections 2019  We are in 
the blessed position of 
having eight nominations 
in total for our 2019 Board 
of Trustees Election.  
Thank you to all nominees 

who have volunteered for this significant role to    
support St Brendan’s School. Voting papers were 
sent out last week and should have been        
received by post. Please take time to read the 
accompanying cover letter and candidate      
statements before voting. Voting closes at the 
end of this week, noon on Friday, 7 June. Votes 
will be counted on Thursday, 13 June to allow for 
postal deliveries. NOTE: Voting papers can be 
handed in to the school office. 

At last week’s Board meeting we acknowledged 
the service and contributions of all current Board 
members. NZSTA long service certificates were 
presented to Board members who have           
completed five or more years on our St Brendan’s 
Board of Trustees: Darrell Mellow, 14 years; Nick 
Banks, 9 years; Pat Hoult, 8 years; Kalala        
Stamenic, 6 years & Anthony Heffernan, 5 years.  
The governance hand over from existing Board to 
newly elected Board will take place at the Board 
of Trustees Meeting on Tuesday, 25 June. 

Further information about the role of the Board of 
Trustees can be found here: https://www.trustee-
election.co.nz/becoming-a-trustee/.  

Samoan Language Week At assembly on Friday 
we celebrated Samoan Language Week, the 
2019 theme was:  ‘Lalaga le si’osi’omaga mo se 
lumana’i manuia’ - ‘Weave an environment for a 
better future’. 

National Simultaneous Storytime This is held 
annually by the Australian Library and Information 
Association. Every year a picture book, written 

and illustrated by an Australian author and       
illustrator, is read simultaneously in libraries, 
schools, pre-schools, childcare centres, family 
homes, bookshops and many other places. Now 
in its 19th successful year. The event aims to 
promote the value of reading, literacy and fun of 
books. This year, on Wednesday, 22 May,         
Mrs Dailly read to our Year 1 to 6 students in our 
school hall. St Brendan’s was part of 1,138,889 
participants, from over 11,554 locations. This 
made 2019 the biggest and most successful year 
yet! 

School Donations  All families will have received 
the St Brendan’s request for 2019 school        
donations. The Board of Trustees recognise the 
financial contribution that our families make     
towards their children's education and express 
their thanks for your commitment to your child's 
learning. These donations greatly support and 
enhance the delivery of St Brendan's school    
curriculum, without them it would not be possible 
to provide the many and varied learning          
opportunities our students benefit from and enjoy. 
Not all families are in a position to be able to pay 
the school donation. If you are able to support 
another family by making a larger donation our 
whole school community would be appreciative 
and would benefit. Donations assist with the      
provision of our swimming programme, Education 
Outside the Classroom (education trips),         
Religious Education Resource Levy paid to the 
Catholic Institute, Mathletics, Reading Eggs and 
extra-curricular learning opportunities. You are 
entitles to claim a tax credit from the IRD for any 
school donations. 

We continue to welcome new students and their 
families to our school community. In particular 
Ethan, Lucia, Kaia & Zoe to our Room 6 learning 
team. We are starting to plan for 2020. If you and 
your family are intending to move away from the 
area, the earlier you are able to advise us of this 
the more able we are to offer a position at our 
school to families on our waiting lists. 

Tui Glen School in Stokes Valley was closed for a 
day last week following a suspicious playground 
fire. Our thoughts are with the students of the 
school who will be missing their playground.  
Please keep vigilant in and around our school 
grounds, particularly when you are passing or 
using our grounds outside of normal school 
hours. If you notice anything unusual or          
suspicious please do not hesitate to contact the 
Police. 

God Bless, 

Veronica Sawers,  

Principal 

Term 2 Dates to Note 

4-7 
Jun 

St Vincent de Paul 
Basket in Room 1 

5 Jun 
World Environment 
Day 

6 Jun PTF Winter Lunch 

7 Jun 
Mass at OLOG 
Church, 9.30am - 
Juniors & Seniors 

7 Jun 
BOT Election 2019     
voting closes noon 

10-14 
Jun 

St Vincent de Paul 
Basket in Room 2 

11 Jun PTF Meeting 7pm  

13 Jun PTF Mufti Day 

14 Jun 
Whole School        
Assembly - 9am in 
Hall - Middles hosting 

14 Jun 
BOT Election results 
announced 

16 Jun Parish Family Mass 

17-21 
Jun 

St Vincent de Paul 
Basket in Room 4 

20 Jun 
CWL Soup Lunch 
Yrs 5-8 

21 Jun 
Mass at OLOG 
Church, 9.30am - 
Years 3 - 6 

21 Jun DISCO 

24-27 
Jun 

St Vincent de Paul 
Basket in Room 5 

24-27 
Jun 

BOOK FAIR 

25-27 
Jun 

3-Way Learning 
Converstions 

25 Jun BOT Meeting 6pm 

CONGRATULATIONS   

It is with great delight that 
we announce the arrival      
of Olivia Lorelai Kate          
Challands. She was born at 
home on Tuesday, 28th May 
at 10:43am, weighing 6lb, 
12oz. “Everyone is doing 
well and feeling very much    
smitten”. 
We will keep the Challand’s 
family in our prayers and 
look forward to meeting    
Olivia soon. 

https://www.trustee-election.co.nz/becoming-a-trustee/
https://www.trustee-election.co.nz/becoming-a-trustee/


Walking Hand in Hand with Christ 

PTF News ptf@stbrendans.school.nz 

WONDERFUL PTF 

With the weeks well and truly cooling down, what better time to 
get on board our winter lunch, hot BBQ'd sausages with tomato 
sauce! Yum! Our PTF family will be cooking these up for the kids 
this Thursday (6th June - orders now closed) and Thursday, 27th 
June. See your email for the order form if you haven't ordered 
yours yet.  
You'll hopefully have seen our advertising for the school disco, 
taking place on June 21.  The children LOVE this event. We are 
asking for helpers please for the 3 different sessions so if you can 
lend a hand, please do get in touch. We'd love to have you on 
board.  

Keep warm and stay safe, 
The PTF 

 

Catholic School's day was celebrated on Tuesday, 28 May. St Brendan's combined 
with St Joseph's and St Patrick’s Silverstream to share Mass and activities    
throughout the day. These included Years 1 to 4 from St Joseph's joining our Year 
1 to 4's at St Brendan's and our Years 5 to 8 travelling to St Joseph's. All these 
activities were supported by over 100 St Patrick’s boys. A small group of guitarists 
from our school and from St Joseph's travelled to St Patrick’s for a musical        
workshop and then performed together for the patients at the Home of               
Compassion. The children really enjoyed meeting up with children from other 
schools. Families donated grocery items that formed part of a combined school's 
effort to provide food for the St Vincent de Paul Society. 

  Stars of the Week to  

31 May 2019 
 The following pupils have shown their     

    Spark of God in the way they have lived our 
School Values! 

Rm 1: Joseph, Dalin 

Rm 2: Kasen, Savannah 

Rm 4 : Jack H, Mollie 

Rm 5 : Lachlan, Grace S 

Rm 6: Quinn O 

Rm 6a: Leven 

Rm 7: Amelia C 

Rm 8: Cooper S, Victoria 

Rm 9: Edee, Charlie T 

Rm 10: Xavier, Madison W 

Rm 11: Tom, Madison S 

Rm 12: Ariel 

Sausage sizzle lunches for  
Term 2 are underway! 

 

Order forms have been 
emailed and are available 

from the school office 

Parish Family Mass 

Sunday, 16 June, 10.30am at Our Lady of Grace Church 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 

This week we celebrate the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity.   Today’s prayer for Day 3 of the week: 

I have carried out the mission the Lord Jesus gave me – to bear witness to the good news of God’s grace.(Acts 20: 24) 

The Lord is gracious and merciful to all.   (Psalm 145:8) 

Prayer: E te Atua, we give praise to you for your great glory made manifest in all of creation. Give us an open heart to embrace all 
who experience discrimination. Help us to grow in love beyond prejudice and injustice.  Grant us the grace to respect the uniqueness 
of each person, so that in our diversity we may experience unity. This prayer we make in your holy name. Amen. 

John A Cardinal Dew has reminded us: “No action is too small in the work of promoting Christian unity. Our small actions are often 
multiplied by the Holy Spirit in amazing ways.” 

mailto:ptf@stbrendans.school.nz
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School News       

Community News 

UPPER MIDDLES VISIT TO PATAKA 

On Monday, 27th May the Upper Middles students visited the 

exhibition  `See what I can see` in Pataka, Porirua, followed 

by a workshop led by the museum`s educators. This is part of 

our learning about different perspectives especially through 

the medium of photography. A big thank you to all our lovely 

parents and whanau who supported us on our outing. 

STEMM CHALLENGE COMPETITON 

St Brendan’s entered four teams into the Hutt Science 

STEMM Student Challenge last week. The competition      

consisted of four general knowledge quiz rounds and one 

practical technology round against many local schools.  

On Tuesday two Year 5 / 6 teams represented St Brendan`s 

in the MetServices Trophy STEMM Challenge Competition.  

We are so proud of the way 

they represented our school 

and well done for finishing so 

high up in the rankings.              

Congratulations to Sophie E, 

Joshua F, Conor, Grace,       

Joshua L, Declan, Tommy 

and Sophie G. 

In the afternoon our Year 7/8s competed in the Callaghan 

Innovation Trophy and again we are proud of their        

achievements. Well done to Lorenzo, Jamie, Pat, Ollie O, 

Ollie H, Michael, Mia and Maddison. 

A huge thank you to Marion Arthur, Owen Evans, Clare Owen 

and Catherine Crowley for your generous help. 

NATIONAL YOUNG LEADERS DAY   

This year we were able to offer four Year 8 St Brendan’s    

leaders the opportunity to attend National Young Leaders 

Day, NYLD: Kobe, Jack, George and Preston. This is the 

largest and longest running annual leadership event for      

students held around New Zealand. Since 2001, over 

110,000 students have been empowered to fulfil their dreams 

and become great leaders. The day aims to develop student 

leadership and be both inspirational and practical. This year’s 

speakers included: Ronnie Taulafo, KINGS, Dr Lehan          

Stemmet, Hana Tapiata and Christine Gallen. The theme 

was: ‘He Aha Te Kai A Te Rangatira? He korero, He korero, 

He korero. What is the food of a leader? It is conversation’.   

 

Verbal Bouquets 

VERBAL BOUQUET of  appreciation to:   

 Marion Arthur, Owen Evans, Clare Owen & Catherine Crowley 

who supported our St Brendan’s teams at the Lower Hutt STEMM 

Challenge. 

 The parents who helped on the Upper Middles Pataka trip. 

 Paula who supported our St Brendan’s Year 8 leaders at NYLD. 

 To everyone involved with the Pre-loved Clothing Extravaganza, 

and especially the organisers, Lisa and Kathryn, the team of 

helpers on the night, and the school and community donations.    

A magnificent total of $1300 was raised for 2020 Year 7/8 Camp. 

IMPORTANT 
INFORMATION 

 

REPORT AN ABSENCE 

Call the office and leave a 

message, with your child’s 

name and the reason on     

Ph 9391909 OR email—

admin@stbrendans.school.nz 

UNIFORM SUPPLIER 

NZ Uniforms,  

92 High Street , Lower Hutt  

www.nzuniforms.com 

SCHOOL ASB  BANKING  DAY 

Thursdays 

. SCHOOL LUNCHES 

 Wednesday - Sushi and    

Friday—Pita Pit 

www.lunchonline.co.nz   

Order before 9am 
        ———————————————————————————- 

ABOUT KIDZ OSCAR 

Out of school care based at 

St Brendan’s School—contact 

Sarah 027 616 0235 

FAMILY MASS 

On Sunday, 9th June at 10:30 Mass, Our Lady of the Valleys is     
celebrating a Family Mass at Our Lady of Grace Church and        
afterwards morning tea in the Petit Centre. 

We are planning to celebrate children’s/family Masses each term. If 
your family would like to be involved in Greeting, Reading, Reading 
Prayers of the Faithful, or presenting the Offertory Gifts please     
contact Liz McCaul 5273211 or Father Tony. 

 

 

 

AFTER SCHOOL CARE AVAILABLE 

 Maureen is an awesome caregiver who has spaces available for 
after school care. Please call 0275004576 for more details. 

 Julia advertises herself as a granny nanny. She mainly cares for 
school age families. She is ECE trained, police and agency     
approved. Current first aid & drivers licence. Please phone or text  
on  0274 933 981 or phone 04 528 5151. 

ENVIRO GROUP  

Tomorrow is World Environment Day 

and at St Brendan’s we will be planting a 

tree to celebrate. 

CLOTHING EXTRAVAGANZA  

Raffle results: 

1st Meryl B 

2nd Michelle H 

3rd  Nisharn 

4th Valerie 

5th  Marion 

6th  Michelle H 

UNIFORM 
This term all students need to be in our 
winter uniform. Please check that      
correct uniform is being worn, e.g.      
appropriate coloured hair ties, proper 
socks with sports shoes, school      
sweatshirts, no smart watches and only 
allowable jewellery. Thank you for your 
support. 
 
 
 

 NZ Uniforms,  

92 High Street,  Lower Hutt  

www.nzuniforms.com 

ST BRENDAN'S SKIRT FOR SALE 

New style skirt, size M which would suit a year 7 or 8 student.  

Happy to sell for $40 ($20 off the retail price).  

Phone Megan on 0276097559. 

tel:0274%20933%20981


PLEASE SUPPORT THOSE WHO SUPPORT US 

   

   

   

  

Thank you to our     
current sponsors 

 

Space is available for 
your advertising 

 

   


